
Thought for the Day For Good Shepherd Sunday John 10: 11-18 

The fourth Sunday of Easter is traditionally known as Good Shepherd 

Sunday, now chosen as Vocations Sunday, when we reflect upon our 

call to service and ministry and look to others for guidance on discerning 

that call. 

Ministry comes in all shapes and sizes, ordained and predominantly lay.  

Without lay ministries, those of us with the privilege of serving in 

ordained ministry would flounder and ultimately fail. 

The amazing breadth and depth of ministry has come to the fore during 

the last year or so, when parishes and ministry areas have sought to 

stay connected and reach out further into communities.  Pastoral care 

has been the order of the day and there are many examples of people 

serving God and their fellow humankind in new and often innovative 

ways.  Some of these have been quite simple, but the dedication to 

sustain them has been awesome. From food and school uniform banks; 

to the “Res Posties” (Church of the Resurrection, Ely) who post 

newsletters through the doors of parishioners who are not digitally 

connected, don’t just drop and go but knock and step back to check on 

wellbeing; and of course our own much loved Forget-Me-Nots group 

who still meet regularly over Zoom and have supported and enabled 

some of the people in our parish in the most vulnerable situations to 

come together for laughter, entertainment from a plethora of volunteers, 

and mutual comfort.  

So why the “Good Shepherd”? I don’t know if you remember the 

television programme from some years ago “One Man and His Dog” 

from the 1970s and 80s, which was revived in 2013.  I was fascinated by 

how the shepherd, (man, woman or sometimes young person) and their 

dog worked in such tune together to herd sheep into various different 

pens over complex courses.  The dogs, it would seem would do anything 

the shepherd asked, in turn the shepherd truly loved and could not work 

without their dog.   

The connection between sheep and shepherd is palpable, and one that 

we can relate to as much as the early Christians could. Sheep are 

mentioned in the Bible over 500 times, more than any other animal.  In 

Biblical times shepherds led their sheep from the front, leading and 

guiding them on the way forward, rather than chivvying them up from 



behind.  They looked after them in dangerous conditions, spending 

months away up in the hills looking for pasture. 

So, why are we likened to sheep?  Well there are many reasons; sheep 

have no sense of direction, they are defenceless, they can’t get up 

without help, they recognise the shepherd’s voice, they are not meant to 

carry burdens, they cannot care for themselves when wounded, they are 

innocent.   Do you recognise yourself in any of those things? I know I do.  

We even have similar defence mechanisms.  When we are worried or 

afraid we tend to run away, or maybe kick out a bit, the same two 

defence mechanisms sheep have.   

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his 
life for the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not 
own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs 
away - and the wolf snatches them and scatters them…I lay down my 
life for the sheep” (John 10:11-15 NRSV).   

The shepherd does not abandon his or her sheep.  They seek out sheep 
in distress and bring them back to the fold, they stay with them, live with 
them and know each of them individually. Just like sheep, we have no 
direction without Jesus, we lack protection on every side, and we were 
never meant to carry a heavy load. We cannot make it alone without 
Him.  Despite sheep wandering off in all directions, God made them 
valuable. They are a symbol of great blessing and prosperity.  To be 
likened to sheep then shows us the value God gives to us. 

Jesus is the shepherd that calls us, if we recognise His voice and run 
towards Him he will lead us to the spring of living waters and take care 
of us forever. If we allow the Good Shepherd to guide us we will truly 
know our value as one who is priceless to the Shepherd. 

Later in the gospel according to St. John, Peter is told by Jesus to feed 
His sheep; to tend to their physical, pastoral and spiritual needs. If we 
listen to Jesus’ voice calling us to do His will, just as Peter did, it will help 
us to discern what he is calling us to do, both as His sheep and as 
ministers to His flock.  

 

 


